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Extension Need and the Pugo Pomelo Production by Farmers in Yarang
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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study (1) socio-economic circumstance of farmers
(2) Pugo Pomelo production by farmers (3) problems and suggestions for Pugo Pomelo production by farmers
(4) extension need for Pugo Pomelo production by farmers.

Population in this study was a number of 165 farmers who joined the project promoting crop
production of high marketing potential in the year 2013 in Yarang District, Pattani Province. A number of
117 farmers were selected as samples. Tool for data collection was interview. Data was analyzed by
computer program. Statistics used in data analysis included frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation,
minimum value, minimum value and ranking.

From research results, findings were as follows. (1) 57.3% of the farmers were male with the
average age at 48.24 years. They completed primary education. Their average number of household
members was 5.79 persons. Their average number of household labor was 2.85 persons. Their average
experience in planting was 8.5 years. The average planting area was 1.14 rai. The average number of Pugo
Pomelo trees was 16.64 trees. Source of Pugo Pomelo variety was propagation by 51.3% of them. 92.3%
made their living by fruit orchard. Their average income from Pugo Pomelo plantation was 6,425.64 baht/rai.
Their average cost in Pugo Pomelo plantation was 2,348.72 baht/rai. Their average income from Pugo
Pomelo plantation was 3,058.12 baht/tree. Their average cost in Pugo Pomelo plantation was 1,188.89
baht/tree. (2) To plant Pugo Pomelo, following practices had been carried out by a large number of farmers
i.e. planting space 6x6 m. watering regularly in the first 3 years, manure and compost application after harvest,
starting rejuvenation after one year of plantation, always keeping the planting area clean, cutting branches to
let sunshine trough, harvest after 7 months of maturity and separating good Pomelo from the damaged ones.
(3) Problems that farmers stated at high level were low quality products, outbreak of insects, low priced
products and outbreak of disease. They suggested support from the government sector be provided in terms
of production factors for Pugo Pomelo, production knowledge, complete cycle management for Pugo Pomelo,
assistance them with products price and seeking market for distribution. (4) Their extension need at the
highest level was Pugo Pomelo production. They would like to have knowledge promotion at high level from
official sector i.e. manual, television, and video. Furthermore, they would like to acquire knowledge by
promotion method at  high level in form of study visit, workshop and demonstration.

Keywords: Extension needs, Pugo Pomelo Production, Farmers, Yarang District, Pattani Province
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